
PERSPECTIVE 

Understanding Mental Pressure in Older Adults: A Public 
Health Perspective 

 
Sumant Kumar, Meenakshi Khapre, Anubhuti joshi 

Department of Community & Family Medicine, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Rishikesh 

 

CORRESPONDING AUTHOR 
Dr Sumant Kumar, Department of Community & Family Medicine, All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Rishikesh 
Email: singhsumant05@gmail.com  
CITATION 
Kumar S, Khapre M, Joshi A. Understanding Mental Pressure in Older Adults: A Public Health 
Perspective. Journal of the Epidemiology Foundation of India. 2025;3(1):83-86. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.56450/JEFI.2025.v3i01.013  
ARTICLE CYCLE 
Received: 01/02/2025; Accepted: 13/03/2025; Published: 31/03/2025 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 
©The Author(s). 2025 Open Access 

 

ABSTRACT 
The health and well-being of older persons are significantly impacted by mental pressure, which 
includes stress and worry. Many stressors, such as chronic illnesses, bereavement, and social isolation, 
are linked to ageing and have a major role in mental health disorders. In older adults, depression and 
anxiety are prevalent and can exacerbate physical health issues including heart disease and cognitive 
loss. Health hazards are further exacerbated by the reciprocal association between mental health and 
chronic illness. A lack of support systems and unstable finances are two examples of social variables 
that significantly influence mental health outcomes. Improving elderly health requires addressing 
mental pressure through lifestyle changes, mental health treatments, and community involvement. 
Improving older individuals' quality of life requires a multidisciplinary strategy that include 
psychological therapies, stress management, and early diagnosis. This message emphasises the critical 
necessity for all-encompassing approaches to reduce mental stress in this susceptible group. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Understanding the mental health issues that 
older persons encounter is becoming more and 
more crucial as the world's population ages. 
Elderly people frequently experience mental 
pressure, which includes stress and anxiety, 
and it can have serious negative effects on 
their physical and mental health. According to 
research, stress affects 10–55% of older 
persons, and mental illnesses impact 15% of 
them (10). The relationship between mental 
pressure and physical health is complex and 
multifaceted, necessitating a closer 

examination of its implications for geriatric 
care. 
As the global population ages, the mental 
health of older adults has emerged as a critical 
area of concern for public health systems and 
caregivers alike. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) emphasizes that mental 
health is a vital component of overall health, 
particularly among older adults who face 
unique challenges related to aging. Mental 
pressure, characterized by stress and anxiety, 
can significantly affect the well-being of this 
demographic, leading to a range of mental 
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health disorders, including depression and 
anxiety. Understanding the factors 
contributing to mental pressure in geriatric 
populations is essential for developing 
effective interventions and support systems. 
 Aging and Mental Health -Aging is often 
accompanied by various life transitions that 
can induce mental pressure. These transitions 
may include retirement, loss of loved ones, and 
the onset of chronic health conditions. The 
WHO reports that exposure to adversity, such 
as bereavement or a decline in functional 
ability, can result in psychological distress 
among older adults(1). Additionally, social 
isolation and loneliness are prevalent issues 
affecting approximately 25% of older 
individuals, serving as significant risk factors 
for mental health conditions(1). The 
cumulative impact of these stressors can lead 
to increased vulnerability to mental disorders. 
 
The Role of Social Factors 
Social determinants play a crucial role in 
shaping the mental health landscape for older 
adults. Factors such as socioeconomic status, 
access to healthcare, and social support 
networks can significantly influence mental 
well-being. In India, for instance, retirement 
often leads to a profound change in daily 
structure and purpose. The abrupt transition 
from an active work life to retirement can 
result in feelings of loss and dependency, 
which may exacerbate mental pressure(2). 
Furthermore, ageism—discrimination based 
on age—can undermine the self-esteem and 
mental health of older adults by marginalizing 
their contributions to society.(3) 
 
Mental Health Disorders in Older Adults 
The prevalence of mental health disorders 
among older adults is concerning. Research 
indicates that depression affects 
approximately 1 in 5 older adults living in the 
community and up to 2 in 5 individuals residing 
in care facilities(4). Depression in this 
population often manifests differently than in 
younger individuals; older adults may exhibit 
cognitive changes or somatic symptoms rather 
than classic affective symptoms(9). This 
nuanced presentation can complicate 
diagnosis and treatment. 

Anxiety disorders are also common among the 
elderly. Factors contributing to anxiety include 
chronic illnesses, financial instability, and 
social isolation. The interplay between these 
factors creates a feedback loop where mental 
pressure exacerbates physical health issues, 
leading to further psychological distress(11). 
Moreover, older adults are at a higher risk for 
suicide compared to other age groups, with 
those aged 85 and over having the highest 
rates(11). 
 
Impact of Chronic Illness 
Chronic illnesses are prevalent among older 
adults and significantly contribute to mental 
pressure. Conditions such as heart disease, 
diabetes, and neurodegenerative disorders 
like Alzheimer's disease not only impact 
physical health but also have profound 
psychological effects. The stress of managing 
chronic conditions can lead to feelings of 
helplessness and despair. Studies have shown 
that older adults with chronic illnesses are 
more likely to experience depression and 
anxiety compared to their healthier peers(12). 
The relationship between chronic illness and 
mental health is bidirectional; poor mental 
health can exacerbate physical conditions, 
while chronic illness can lead to deteriorating 
mental health. For example, individuals with 
chronic pain often report higher levels of 
anxiety and depression due to their ongoing 
discomfort and limitations (13). Thus, 
addressing both physical and mental health 
needs is essential for improving overall quality 
of life for older adults. 
 
Strategies for Addressing Mental Pressure 
Given the significant impact of mental pressure 
on geriatric health, it is imperative to develop 
comprehensive strategies for intervention. 
Mental health services tailored specifically for 
older adults are crucial for addressing their 
unique needs. These services should 
encompass not only psychological support but 
also social engagement initiatives aimed at 
reducing isolation. 
Community-based programs that promote 
social interaction among seniors can mitigate 
feelings of loneliness and enhance emotional 
well-being. Additionally, integrating mental 
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health screenings into routine healthcare visits 
for older adults can facilitate early detection 
and treatment of mental disorders (14). 
Healthcare providers must be trained to 
recognize the signs of mental distress in older 
patients and provide appropriate referrals for 
psychological support. 
Furthermore, promoting healthy lifestyle 
choices—such as regular physical activity, 
balanced nutrition, and adequate sleep—can 
play a significant role in managing stress levels 
among older adults. Research indicates that 
engaging in physical activity not only improves 
physical health but also has positive effects on 
mood and cognitive function(12). 
 
Prevalence of Mental Pressure in the Elderly 
The prevalence of stress and anxiety among 
older adults is rising. Factors contributing to 
this trend include chronic illnesses, financial 
instability, social isolation, and significant life 
changes such as bereavement or 
retirement(3)(4). Studies have shown that 
approximately one-fifth of the elderly 
population in certain regions experiences high 
levels of stress(1). Furthermore, a bidirectional 
relationship exists between mental health 
issues and chronic conditions like 
hypertension, exacerbating overall health 
outcomes(2). 
 
Impact on Physical Health 
Mental pressure has profound effects on 
physical health in older adults. Chronic stress 
can lead to various health problems, including 
cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, and 
weakened immune responses(4)(5). The 
American Institute of Stress notes that stress is 
closely linked to inflammation, which can 
worsen age-related conditions(4). Additionally, 
chronic stress may reduce the effectiveness of 
vaccinations in older individuals, further 
compromising their health(5). 
 
Specific Health Outcomes 

 Cardiovascular Health: Chronic stress is 
associated with increased blood pressure 
and heart disease risk among older 
adults(5). 

 Cognitive Function: High levels of stress 
can contribute to cognitive decline and 
increase the risk of dementia(4). 

 Mental Disorders: Continuous mental 
pressure can lead to depression and 
anxiety disorders, complicating existing 
health issues(2)(6). 

 
 Risk Factors for Mental Pressure 
Several factors contribute to mental pressure 
among older adults: 

 Chronic Illness: Conditions such as 
hypertension and diabetes are prevalent in 
this demographic and are linked to 
increased stress levels(2)(1). 

 Social Isolation: Many elderly individuals 
experience loneliness due to loss of peers 
or family members, which significantly 
affects their mental well-being(3). 

 Economic Factors: Financial instability can 
lead to anxiety about healthcare costs and 
living expenses(1). 

 Caregiving Responsibilities: Older adults 
who care for spouses with chronic illnesses 
often face overwhelming responsibilities 
that contribute to their mental strain(3). 

 
Strategies for Managing Mental Pressure 
To mitigate the effects of mental pressure on 
geriatric health, several strategies can be 
implemented: 

 Community Support Programs: Enhancing 
social engagement through community 
activities can combat loneliness and 
provide emotional support(3). 

 Mental Health Resources: Increasing 
access to mental health services tailored 
for older adults can help address anxiety 
and depression effectively(2). 

 Stress Management Techniques: 
Encouraging practices such as 
mindfulness, relaxation techniques, and 
physical activity can reduce stress levels 
significantly(4)(5). 

 

CONCLUSION 
Mental pressure poses a substantial threat to 
the health of older adults. Understanding its 
prevalence and impact is essential for 
developing effective interventions. A 
multidisciplinary approach that includes 
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psychological support, community 
engagement, and management of chronic 
conditions is crucial for improving geriatric 
health outcomes. As research continues to 
evolve in this field, it is imperative that 
healthcare providers prioritize mental well-
being alongside physical health in their care 
strategies for the elderly. 
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